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function is to give people hope when they are down. He also had to be there for
the masses when they would come on Yom Kippur. Judaism is not an elitist religion.
Judaism is there for everyone, and that, my friends, is why we need synagogues.
We need synagogues to perform these functions, to cause peace to occur between human
beings and when human beings need to perform certain services for themselves and
for their families that there is a structure in which to do it so it is not a free
for all. Second of all, we need to have a place where we can be comforted when
life squeezes us and hurts us. We also have to have a place which sets standards,
a place where the masses feel that they are welcome. This was all Aaron's role,
and it was because of Aaron that the Jewish people could relate to their religion
in spite of their sins and their downfalls. Yaacov was the one who showed the way

how to retain children. He was the one who showed the way to create institutions,

to create a Bayis. Without these institutions Judaism cannot thrive.

I am reminded of the story they tell about Maurice Schechter and Shlomo Rappaport.

The year was 1970 and jet service had just started between New York and Israel and

it was easy now to travel from New York to Israel, 95 or 103 hours at the most.

Shlomo Rappaport was a Holocaust survivor and decided he wanted to go see Israel,

as did Maurice Schechter. They did not know each other, but they met on the airplane.
They were sitting next to each other. They soon found that they were from the same
parts of Europe and had had similar experiences in the Holocaust and in America

and they soon became friends. They talked and talked. - Anybody who had ever taken

an El Al jet to Israel knows that the sun rises very early because lsrael is 7 hours
ahead of New York and you are going toward the sun. After a few hours it is time

to daven Shacharis and always a minyan forms in the back of the plane. Shlomo took
his tephillin and went back there and davened Shacharis. It will a little cramped
but he was able to do it. Then he came back to his seat and noticed Maurice had
awakened and said, "Oh, I see you are awake. Do you want to use my tallis and tephillin

and say Shacharis?" Maurice looked at him and said, "I've given up all that. When
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I was in Auschwitz and they told my boy to go to the left and me to go to the right,
that ended all my belief in Him. I have no use for HIm," Shlomo looked at him

and said, "But you are going to Israel.'" Maurice said, "I have no use for Him but

I have use for His people. I am going to see what my people are doing in Israel."
Shlomo saw that it was no use talking and Maurice said, "I will make a pact with
you. If you do not talk anymore about this I will not mencion anything either and
we will talk about other subjects during this whole rest of the trip."” So they

did and became better friends. Just before Rosh Hashonna they decided that they
would meet in the afternoon of Yom Kippur at Independence Park in Yerushalayim.
Shlomo found a nice little synagogue not far from his hotel and he really enjoyed
the davening there. They had a wonderful young chazzan there. He enjoyed the davening
very much. The Yom Kippur break came and he walked the few blocks to Independence
Park and he met his friend. He was shocked because there was Maurice eating a sandwich.
He said, "Maurice! On Yom Kippur?" Maurice said, "You promised you wouldn't say

a word about it." Shlomo said, "Okay, okay, I won't say a word about it." The
break was right before yizkor and he said, "Maurice, come with me. We will daven
yizkor." Maurice said, "Why should I daven yizkor?" He said, "listen, you may

be mad at HIm but can't you say a prayer for your son?" Maurice thought about it
and said for Shlomo he would do it. They both went to the synagogue and it being

a small little synagogue it was the custom after saying yizkor that the cantor there
would make a Kair Moli for individuals when they requested it, so they stood in

line waiting to make their Keir Molis and finally it came the turn of Maurice, and
Maurice looked at the cantor and said, "Please make a Keir Moli for my son, Pinchus
Ben Moshe." The cantor started to make the Keir Moli and when he got to where it
came to say the name he said, "What's his name again?" Maurice said, "Pinchas Ben

Moshe." The cantor said, "Pin... Then all of a sudden he looked at Maurice and

said, "Papa, papa, don't you recognize me? I am alive. 1 am here."




image9.png
KOL NIDRE 1993

Rabbi Joseph Radinsky

Page Nine

Our synagogues and our schools have the capacity to revive the Jewish people. We

can assure a Jewish future. Statistics tell us that in Ramaz High School, which

is a modern orthodox yeshiva high school in New York 97% of their graduates marry
Jews. We do have an answer, but many of us do not want to support those institucions,
those synagogues, those day schools which are making sure that Judaism survives.

On this day of Yom Kippur it is obligatory upon all of us to make sure that Judaism
survivies, that new generations come up so that truly on Yom Kippur we can say with

a full heart, "Baruch Shein Kevo Malchuso Lombred, Blessed be the name of His glorious
kingdom forever and ever" because truly our children, our grandchildren, and our
great-grandchildren remain Jews as all of Yaacov Ovinu's children did. We must

never lose hope. There is hope. We know that when the Jewish people sinned at

the time of the golden calf G-d said that He would not destroy the Jewish people,

but He told Moshe that He was going to send an angel with him and HIs own presence
would not go with the Jewish people. Moshe demurred and said, "If you do not go

with us, G-d , we do not want to go up." But at the time of the Jewish people's

sin at the listening to the spies and not being willing to go up into the land of
Israel and after Moshe prayed for them, G-d, again, decided He would not destroy

them, but He said that they would have to wander the desert for 40 years, and Moshe
accepted that. The rabbis all ask, why didn't Moshe pray again for the Jewish people
so that G-d would rescind this decree? They answer that the reason why Moshe did

not pray for the Jewish people was because they had given up hope, and when people
give up hope and they have no aspiration to change the future then there is no hope,
then that generation had to die out. We, though, do have hope, and we should never
give up hope. We should support those institutions which we know are going to preserve
Judaism so that truly we can say with a full heart, Blessed be the name of His glorious
kingdom forever and ever because truly our children and grandchildren and great-

grandchildren will be Jews. Amen.
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On Yom Kippur we do something that we do not do on all the other 364 days of the
year. There is another 25 hour:ifast day on the Jewish calendar and that, of course,
is Tisha B'av, but there is something that we do on Yom Kippur that is unique and
special. What we do which is unique and special on Yom Kippur is say, "Blessed

be the name of His glorious kingdom forever and ever." On every other day of the
year when we say the Shma, "Hear, O Israel, the Lord our G-d, the Lord is one,"

we do not follow it out loud by saying, '"Blessed be the name of His glorious kingdom
forever and ever." We say that silently, and then we go right into the paragraph,
"And you shall love the Lord your G-d with all your heart, with all your soul,

with all your might." Why is it that we do say, "Blessed be the name of His glorious

kingdom forever and ever" on Yom Kippur?

The rabbis give many answers, but the answer that is stressed in the Medrash is
the answer that concerns Yaacov Ovinu, Jacob our father. When Jacob was on his
deathbed he gathered together all his children and he asked them, "What do you
believe" and they answered, "Listen, Israel, the Lord our G-d, the Lord is one."
People think that the Shma is a prayer, but the Shma is not a prayer. It is not
even directed to G-d. It is directed to Israel. Israel is another name for Jacob.
It says, "Listen, Israel, the Lord our G-d, the Lord is one." What all of Jacob's
children were telling him was that they believed in a personal G-d, a G-d Who was
one. In fact, if you look how the Shma is writtenm in the Torah you will know that
it is written with a big Ayin at the end of the first word Shma and with a big
Daled at the end of the word Echod, which stands for witness. They were willing
to be a witness for G-d in the world of how to live a moral and decent life. The
letters that are left as Shomoch, there is your brother. That is the way you implement
being a witness for G-d in the world. Jacob was so grateful to G-d that he had
succeeded where his father and grandfather had failed that he responded, '"Blessed

be the name of His glorious kingdom forever and ever."

We know that Abraham had 8 children. People usually only think he had two, Yitzchak
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and Ishmael, but after Sarah died he married again and he had 6 more children,

but Abraham was only able to keep one of his eight children Jewish. That, of course,
was Yitzchak. Yitzchak had two children, Esau and Yaacov, but he was only able

to keep one of his children Jewish, Yaacov. Yaacov, on the other hand, had 12

sons and one daughter and all of them stayed Jewish. They stayed Jewish and their
children stayed Jewish and their grandchildren stayed Jewish. Why is it then that

we can say, "Blessed be the name of His glorious kingdom forever and ever" out

loud on Yom Kippur? Because here when we are surrounded by our children and grandchildren
and some of us by our great-grandchildren we can truly say, like Jacob said, that

we have been able to pass on the heritage of our faith to succeeding generations,

and we can say with our full heart, "Blessed be the name of His glorious kingdom
forever and ever", but I am not really sure that we can say that anymore. After

all, when we read how 52% of the Jews in America intermarry, and cthe figure is
probably higher for outlying areas because when there are greater concentrations

of Jews the figure is a little bit lower, that when we see so much going away from
Judaism. According to one study, 400,000 children who are halachically Jews, who
come from Jewish mothers, are being raised as non-Jews. When we read these statistics
then maybe it is that we should not say, "Blessed be the name of His glorious kingdom

forever and ever' out loud on Yom Kippur.

Avraham is known as Chesed. Avraham laid the very basis of our religion, which

is kindness, chat unless you are moral you canunot get close to G-d. He gave that
basic lesson tot he world, but many Jews today feel that all that is necessary

is to be moral. They do not have to get close to G-d. That is why they drop off
their children to shul but they, themselves, go someplace else because they already
are moral and to them it makes perfect sense because if all religion is is morality
and they are already moral, then it is only their children that have to learn how
to be moral. Abraham was a beacon, and Abraham made many converts the Torah says,

but where did they all go after he died? He was unable to transmit his message,
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and one of the reasons he was unable to transmit his message was because the message
he gave was that religion is only for others. It is only helping others, but it

does not do something for you. It is important and that is one of the bases for

our religion, but that is not all religion is.

Yitzchak was a mystic. Yitzchak, the rabbis say, was a person who had a personal
experience with G-d. He was the one who at the akedah was touched, so to speak,

by G-d's hand, and he is known as Sadeh, a field. A field you plant seed deep.

Nobody can see it grow or germinate, but it is there and it eventually will produce
fruit, but Yitzchak was a deep man. He, too, could not convey his message to succeeding

generations.

Then there was Yaacov. Yaacov could because Yaacov was known as a Bayis. Yaacov
created institutions of learnings, institutions of prayer. That is one of the first
things he did when the Jewish people were about ready to go of Egypt to send Judah

ahead "to set up a school", the rabbis say in the land of Goshen.

Avraham, too, had an intellectual approach to religion. He found religion through
science, through examining the way the world works. He said the sun could not be

G-d because night comes and the sun disappears. The night could not be G-d because

it, too, disappeared. The wind could not be G-d because it, too, eventually disappears.
Therefore, he found out that there had to be a force behind pature. Yitzchak found

G-d through personal experience. I remember one time a young lady came to me and

said, "Rabbi, 1 am going to have to change my religion.'" I asked her why and she

said, "Because we do not believe in -a personal G-d." 1 said, "What do you think

about the prophets? Didn't they have a personal relationship with G-d?" Yaacov

found G-d through history, through the experiences of his own family, and through

the experiences of his own life. That is how he found G-d.

Avraham also had a peculiar way of dealing with his children. He said, "You either
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agree with me or you leave. I don't care. If you can't agree with me, then all

' That is what he did with

the best to you. Here.is a present. Go your own way.'
Ishmael and that is what he did with the 6 sons of Ketura. He gave them all a present
and told them to go their way. Yitzchak, on the other hand, adopted the exact opposite
approach. He never saw anything bad in his children. Everything they wanted to

do was good. Unfortunately, many parents, especially first and second generation
parents in America treated their children the same. "Whatever you want to do is

fine. You don't want to go to shul? Good, I'll pray for you. You don't want to
give charity? Good, I'll pray for you. You want to fool around and not get married
or still fool around when you are married? It's okay. Just enjoy yourself. Just

be happy." They did not see any evil in their children. Yaacov, on the other hand,
was a man who knew his children. He could point out all their faults and he point

out their faults, but while he pushed aside with the left hand he always brought
close with the right hand. He never rejected his children. Even when his children
committed some serious errors, like Reuven when he messed around with his father's
couch, or Levi and Shimon when they killed a whole city in vengeance over the rape

of their sister Dena, or even later on with the selling of Joseph to Egypt, although
some rabbis say he did not know exactly what happened, but he never rejected his
children. He, instead, loved them more, but he reproved them. He let them know

that he was not happy with their conduct. He was able to keep his children. Also,
because he was interested in his children and never rejected them completely, his
children never got to the state of wanting to kill each other to such an extent

that chey were ready to carry it out. They almost did. They almost were going to

kill Joseph but they did not. In the case of Ishmael and Yitzchak, Ishmael wanted

to kill Yitzchak, and he tried, and Esau wanced to kill Yaacov. It was only later
that both of them, Yitzchak and Esau, became reconciled. This, of course, my friends
is one of the dangers with the pact between Israel and the PLO. I am not so much

concerned about the Arabs. I am concerned about between Jews, that there should
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enmity between Jews. Rabin, if he was smart right now, would make a national unity
government with Likud to make sure that the settlers know that they have a voice

in this. He should also complete the roads that bypass Arab settlements and Arab
population centers so, therefore, this would be the new boundary. Wherever the
settlements are, that will be the new boundary, and it only encompasses 8% of the
territory anyway of the West Bank, but, unfortunately, you hear many voices being
raised, especially among the left wing in Israel and even in this country, who cares
about those settlers? We don't care. If they want to stay there and get killed,
that's their business. There is no understanding and sympathy for their position,
which means that they may have to turn to arms if they are going to be dispossessed
forcibly. And these are some of the best youth in Israel, the most idealistic.
They were sent by both the Labor Party and the Likud Party in these past 26 years,
so we see that Yaacov instilled in his children enough love for themselves that

they did not actually try to kill one another, as was the case with Yaacov and Esau

and the case with Yitzchak and Ishmael.

We also read in the Torah portion for Yom Kippur about after the death of the two
sons of Aaron. Aaron, too, did not handle his children correctly and his children
were looking for spiritual experiences uot through mitzvahs and learning the ways
che: Jewish religion has always espoused but through:shortcucs. Even today we see
what is happening. So many of our young people are turning to cults. They say
that 25% of all cult members in the United States are Jewish. That is 10 times
greacer than our share of the population which is only 2%. Therefore, it says that

G-d told Aaron, "B'Zos, with this Aaron will come into the Holy," that Aaron had
to realize that there were certain things that he had to have to come into the HOly
of Holies. And what was in the Holy of Holies? There were two children with wings

who were clasped in a warm embrace. These were the cherubim and when he came into

the HOly of Holies he had to come in with this. When you raise children you have
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come in with this. What does Zos stand for in Hebrew? Zos stands for Zevah, for
sacrifice. It stands for Zerah, for children. Your children should know thac they
are the most important thing in the world to you and that you are willing to spend
time with them. There are so many parents I know who are such poor parents. They
think they are giving their children everything but they give them everything but
time. As soon as they come home from school they are shunted away to lessons and
during the summer to camps and they never see their parents, and as a result they
begin to hate their parents and their parents' tradition. You also have to teach
your children that they have to be willing to sacrifice. If they are not willing
toisacrifice for something then it is not worth anything. You must make sure that
they answer the demands that are put upon them and you do not do them for them.
Aleph stands for Emes. You have to tell them the truth, that our religion is the
truth, that its aura gives light and life. It gives you Emunai, faith, and Ahava,
the capacity to love. Then you have to give them the Tof, which stands for Terumah.
They have to be willing to give monetarily to worthy causes and Torah and be willing
to study Torah with them. This is B'Zos. This is what Aaron needs when he comes
into the Kodesh. Aaron had a difficult job. As we all know, AAron was a Rodef
Shalom, one who tried to pursue peace, and not only did he try to pursue peace but
he was it was his chief religious function among the Jewish people, the Kohen Godol.
He had to light the menorah, and not only did he have to light the menorah every
day he had to remove the ashes from the altar, and he had to serve as the chief
religious functionary on Yom Kippur when all the masses were interested in obtaining
forgiveness. First of all, he had to light the menorah, which means that he had

to set Jewish standards, which sometimes conflicted with Rodef Shalom, pursuing
peace. Sometimes the standards are bent a little bit in order to pursue peace.
Sometimes peace had to be sacrificed a lirtle bit in order to maintain the standards.
It was very difficult. He also had to remove the embers. He had to give the people

encouragement. That is a part of the duty of a religious establishment. The religious




